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WEATHER

Temperatures averaged near normal

across the State. Little or no precipita-

tion Occurred throughout the week except

for amounts averaging less than a tenth of

an inch in the Panhandle.

GENERAL

Practically no precipitation was

recelvad this past week causing maturity

and dry down on row crops to move along

rapidly, according to the Nebraska Agri-

cultural Statistics Service. Corn silage

cutting continued as the number one field

activlty and was nearing completion. Dry

edible bean harvest was in full swing in

the Panhandle; also, preparation for sugar

beet harvest was occurring. Other field

activities included seeding winter wheat,

alfalfa harvest, and preparation for the

row crop harvest season. The number of

days suitable for fieldwork averaged 6.9.

Topsoil moisture level rated 94%

short and 6% adequate, equal to a week

ago. Subsoil moisture level rated 75%

short and 25% adequate. Last year's

moisture levels rated: topsoil - 18%

short, 58% adequate and 24% surplus;

subsoil - 20% short, 75% adequate and 5%

surplus.

CROPS

All corn crop condition rated slight-

ly higher than a week ago with 11% poor,

28% fair, 57% good and 4% excellent.

Eighty-five percent of the irrigated crop

was rated good to excellent, while only 8%

of the dryland crop was rated the same.

Corn borer and stalk rot damage continue

to plague the eastern one-third of the

State. Corn was 100% dented compared to

95% last year and 84% average. Corn

mature jumped to 60% compared to 38% a

year ago and 22% average. Corn for grain

harvest is ahead of schedule at 7%. This

compares to last year and average of 1%

completed for this date.
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condition declined slightly

to mostly poor to fair. The crop rated

10% very poor, 20% poor, 55% fair, and 15%

good. Damage was being reported in the

southeast due to soybean leaf beetle.

There were 85% of the soybeans wzth leaves

turning color. This compares with 60%

last year and 51% average. Soybeans with

leaves dropping reached 55%. This com-

pares with 13% last year and 11% average.

There was 3% of the soybean acreage

harvested. Harvest progress was about ten

days ahead of normal.

Sor@hum condition rated 28% poor, 51%

fair, 17% good and 4% excellent. There

was 95% of the sorghum crop havlng heads

colored. This compares to 86% last year

and 78% average. Sorghum matured climbed

to 50% compared to 30% last year and 14%

average. Sorghum harvested moved to 4%

complete compared to 1% last year and 0%

average. The southeast area reported some

chinch bug problems.

Winter wheat was 20% sown compared

with 26% last year and 31% average. About

2% of the winter wheat acreage had emerged

compared to 8% last year and 6% average.

Many producers were waiting for improved

soil moisture before seeding to improve

gerntination. Early reports indicate a

possibility of high numbers of Russian

wheat aphids in western areas this fall.

Alfalfa condition rated 4% very poor,

23% poor, 49% fair, and 24% good. Alfalfa

cut for the third time reached 95%. This

compares with 90% last year and 83%

average. There were reports of fourth

cuttings of alfalfa in a few areas.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies rated

14% very short, 39% short and 47% ade-

quate. Ray and roughage supplies were 3%

very short, 33% short, 60% adequate and 4%

surplus. All areas of the State are

needing precipitation to hold their

pasture conditions into fall.

Precipitation, April 1 - September 9, 1988

NW NC NE CEN EC

Total past week ........... 00 .00 .00 .08 .08

Total since April i ...... 13.19 16.78 12.73 16.86 12.03

Normal since April 1 ..... 12.27 15.14 17.54 16.41 18.90

Total as % of normal ..... 107% ill% 73% 103% 64%

SW SC SE

.00 .00 .00

15.06 15.08 12.66

13.77 16.68 19.81

109% 90% 64%
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